
 
REPORTING DOCUMENT 2020 

LOBBYING 
Monthly meetings with various Department of Agriculture, Aquaculture and 
Fisheries (DAAF) representatives to discuss ongoing and new projects 

The Alliance continues to support the Canadian Federation of Agriculture’s (CFA) 
for a reform of the Business Risk Management Programs.  

Bi-weekly meetings during Spring and Summer with DAAF and commodity groups 
to discuss issues specific to Covid-19 
Chaired weekly meetings with the Livestock Emergency Preparedness Committee 
with livestock group and DAAF reps during April and May to deal with issues 
specific to Covid-19. 

Met on numerous occasions with provincial government senior officials from 
various Departments to address resolutions and other agriculture related issues, 
including a meeting with various departments officials affiliated with our 2020 
resolutions 

The Alliance established and Chairs a Trespass Committee with representatives 
from the Department of Agriculture, Aquaculture and Fisheries, the Department of 
natural Resources and Energy Development, the Department of Justice and Public 
Safety, and the NB Federation of Woodlot Owners. The goal is to eventually amend 
legislation in order to deal more efficiently with the issues of trespassing on foot, 
trespassing by hunters, enforcement, as well as have an education piece for the 
public in general.  
 

Worked with the DTI and the DAAF to implement the Rural Road Improvement 
Program 

Acted upon the resolutions passed at the 2018, 2019 and 2020 Annual General 
Meeting and other ongoing issues by developing an annual work plan. 

The Alliance sent letters sent to DAAF Minister and Premier in the Spring, and 
joint letters, press release and press conference with the National Farmers Union 
in NB and Really Local Harvest asking for the reversal of the ban on temporary 
foreign workers. The ban was lifted the day after the press conference on April 
28, 2020. 

Due to Covid-19, all activities relating to Agriculture in the Classroom were 
cancelled in March. For the school year 2020 2021, there are 60 classes 
participating in the Little Green Thumbs program and 30 classes participating in 
the Little Green Sprouts (15 more to begin in January 2021). Spuds in the Tubs will 
have 10 schools participating in March 2021, and the SnapAg guide has been sent 
to 20 schools to date. We are also prepared to offer our activities virtually for the 
Canadian Agriculture Literacy Month in March 2021. We are also recruiting 10 
teachers to participate in a course offered by COVE Ocean Institute in NS. They will 
receive information packages and activities kits on hydroponics, marine life, and 
aquaculture. 

Joint letter, opinion piece and press conference held in September with JD Irving, 
Forest NB, Bleuets NB Blueberries, Dairy Farmers NB, Apple Growers NB and 
Unifor in reaction to some of the Provincial parties wanting to ban pesticide 
spraying as part of their election platforms.  
Joint press release with the National Farmers Union in NB and Really Local 
Harvest asking Government and ANBL to rescind changes to the distribution 
system, introduction of profitability levels and the registration process for craft 
alcohol products. 

Worked with the Department of Transportation & Infrastructure (DTI) to 
implement the Designated Roads Program 

Met with Deputy Minister (acting) Ryan Donaghy of the Division of Local 
Government and Local Government Reform to discuss municipal reforms and 
land use planning.  Met with the DAAF Minister Johnson in December to voice our concerns regarding 

BRM programs, labor shortages on farms, and trespassing on agricultural land.  
 



MEMBER SERVICES ENVIRONMENT, PROGRAMS and PROJECTS COLLABORATION, PARTNERSHIP & 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Labor Force Adjustment Committee initiatives 
include establishing a 1-800 number for job 
matching on farms, a fund for farm markets up to 
$6000 each, establishing Agriculture NB website 
for links to resources, a transportation fund for 
farm workers up to $250 each, free training at 
NBCC on basic agronomy, farm safety and pesticide 
application, and an interview guide and info-letters 
sent to members of all farm organizations.   
 
 

The Agriculture Workforce Development Strategy was 
officially launched in the Spring. A workforce 
coordinator was hired in December 2020 in order to 
implement the strategy. 
 

Member of the Canadian Federation of Agriculture 
 
Letters of support were written for CCNB-INOV-
ABBE, The Smart Energy Company, Really Local 
Harvest, and Nature NB for various projects. 

Part of a consultation group on an integrated approach 
to pesticide evaluation with Health Canada’s Pest 
management Regulatory Agency 

Member of the Atlantic Federation of Agriculture 
(AFA) 

Atlantic Veterinary College representation on the 
Advisory Council 

Set up a Covid-19 resources section on our website 
with regular updates 

The Alliance continues to deliver the Agriculture in the 
Classroom Program  

Member of the Canadian Agricultural Human 
Resource Council and representation on the Board 
of Directors Year 3 of the Why Local Why Not Campaign  

Event Calendar available on the Alliance website 
(including events for industry and for the public)  

Applied for funding under CAP to improve the AgriStart 
website in terms of marketing, realtor training and 
adding an immigration piece.  

Activity Reports and Biannual Newsletters 

Advisory Commodity Group- the group met on two 
occasions 

Promoted courses, training and events in our 
communications and on our website and activity 
reports 

The Agricultural Alliance of NB continues to deliver the 
Environmental Farm Plan to any producer in the 
province who desires assistance.  Almost 1000 farms 
have completed an EFP since 2005 and of these, 470 
have a plan which is up to date (a certificate received 
within last 5 years).  Camille and John are working with 
a website developper, CCNB-Innov and others to put in 
place on-line version of the EFP.   

Member of the Resilient Local Food System ad hoc 
committee which met during April   

Education & Training Section on Alliance website Member representative on DAAF advisory 
committee for the DAAF strategic plan. 

Organized the Atlantic Open Farm Day event in 
collaboration with the other Atlantic Provinces. 

Part of the committee responsible for the renewal 
of the government’s Local Food & Beverage Strategy  

Trespass signs available at $5.00 each at the 
Alliance office in Fredericton 

Currently beginning the transition to an online 
Environmental Farm Plan  

Member of the Canadian Agriculture Safety 
Association (CASA) 

Online Directory of Farms and Land for sale or rent 
(AgriStartNB.ca) Free service for any producers and 
realtors. 

Continuing collaboration with CCNB INNOV for 
administering the Environmental Farm Plan  

Various surveys sent to membership throughout the 
year.  

A new sponsorship package was created with a 
streamlined process and more value at each level. 

Email sent to membership with a letter to forward 
the Premier and link to petition to sign asking for 
reversal of the ban on temporary foreign workers 

Took part in engagement session for trucking and 
logistics offered by DTI  

Social Media- promoting facts and a positive image 
of the agricultural industry   

 
 

 
 


